Maternal-fetal immune relationship: another point of view.
Placental transfer of maternal IgG is known to be an active process resulting in a concentration on the fetal side of the circulation--at the apparent expense of that in the mother--at full term. However, when this apparent decrease in maternal IgG is related to the actual hemodilution occurring in parallel, the total inventory of the mother's IgG appears to be constant throughout pregnancy. Therefore, conclusions regarding the variations in IgG concentrations cannot be drawn without simultaneous information about plasma volume fluctuations.